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OVERVIEW OF PROJECT

Laboratory training in FS analysis and advice on 
the establishment of a FS laboratory. 

Funds have been provided for the upgrade and expansion of the Pollution Research Group (PRG) laboratories to 
improve health and safety aspects, enable the accommodation of a greater number of visiting researchers, and to 
increase the range of analyses that can undertaken. The time of the PRG staff members is also covered by the Grant, 
thereby reducing costs to sanitation practitioners (with priority given to other Grantees) working in the field of 
Faecal Sludge Management (FSM), who are then only responsible for covering running costs. The close relationship 
of the PRG with eThekwini Municipality - Water and Sanitation Division (EWS) provides an enabling environment for 
sanitation research. 

SERVICES OFFERED

Determining the physical, chemical and biological 
properties of FS and other excreta streams (and 
sharing this data).

Access to different types of on-site sanitation 
systems and associated Faecal Sludge (FS).

Access to experimental field sites for testing of 
prototypes in a controlled environment.

Use of a fully equipped laboratory for the analysis 
of FS (including pathogens).
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BIGGEST CHALLENGES
• Delays in the construction of the upgraded laboratory
• Working within the confines of the University system
• Equipment breakdown and time to repair

ORGANISATIONS WE HAVE SUPPORTED

Collaborative research, assessment of 
sanitation technologies (STeP programme), 
consulting and capacity building.
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